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https://get.homebot.ai/?id=37111c7d-7874-4412-943f-c36ea6f6100e


With cheery sunflower blossoms making their appearance, we’re all reminded that the kids
are heading back to school, and that summer is slowly beginning to wind down.

But summer isn’t over yet! Here are our top 7 things we think you need to do before
summer comes to a close. How many can you squeeze in?

Grab dinner from a food truck on Food Truck Mondays: From BBQ to desserts and
even hibachi, Larkspur’s food trucks shouldn’t be missed. Swing by from 4-8 p.m. on
Mondays!

1.

Enjoy a sunset walk on one of the county’s beautiful open spaces: There’s nothing
like a late summer sunset on one of Larkspur’s trails. Check out Sandstone Open
Space, Dawson Butte, or Spruce Mountain Ranch...just to name a few.

2.

Stop by the Farmer’s Market on a Wednesday evening: If you haven’t experienced
Larkspur’s Farmer’s Market yet, you’re missing out. Stop by from 3-7 p.m. on
Wednesdays for fresh produce and wares from local vendors.

3.

Visit the new Veterans Monument: The monument is located at the back 4.
       of Larkspur Community Park; take a moment to recognize the 
       sacrifices of veterans everywhere.
   5. Attend Music in the Park on a Friday: You only have two 
      chances left to join Larkspur’s Music in the Park events this 
      summer! Mark your calendars for August 9 and 23.
   6. Enjoy the car show on August 10: For the very first 
      time, a vintage car show is coming to Larkspur! You won’t
      want to miss Hot Rods in the Park...food and fun for the 
      entire family.
   7. Join the Larkspur Historical Society for a walking 
       tour on August 14: The tour will start at 10 a.m. and 
       will cover the Town of Larkspur and Spruce Mountain 
       Road. Walks start at the History Information Cabin 
       (south of Larkspur Town Hall).

larkspursentinel.org
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What’s Going On?
August 10: Hot Rods Car Show 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Larkspur Community Park 

August 13: Larkspur Planning Commission
Meeting INFO 5-6:30 p.m. at Town Hall

August 13: Larkspur Chamber of Commerce
Monthly Mixer INFO 5:30 p.m. at Gary
Conder’s Conderosa Studio

August 13: Larkspur Water & Sewer Meeting 
INFO 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Town Hall

August 14: Larkspur Parks & Recreation
Board Meeting IN FO 1 p.m. at Town Hall 

SAVE THE DATE!

Sept. 21-22: Larkspur Autumn Craft Festival

*All dates are 2024 unless otherwise noted
Interested in adding your upcoming Larkspur event? Email larkspursentinel@gmail.com with the subject 

“LARKSPUR EVENT.” All events must be open to the public and community-focused.

August 1 & 15: Larkspur Town Council Meeting
IN FO 6-8 p.m. at Town Hall

August 3-4: Last weekend for Renaissance
Festival 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

August 5: Food Truck Mondays IN FO 4-8 p.m.
Mondays at Larkspur Community Park

August 7: Farmer’s Market INFO 3-7 p.m.
Wednesdays (through August) at Larkspur
Community Park

August 8: Perry Park Metro District Meeting
INFO 6 p.m. at Perry Park Country Club

August 8: Larkspur Fire Protection District Board
Meeting INFO 6 p.m. at LFPD Station 161

August 9 & 23: Music in the Park 6-8 p.m. at
Larkspur Community Park

Backyard posers 
Mike Riebau
Thanks to Mike Riebau for submitting these photos of Larkspur wildlife!

Evening grosbeak Mule deer fawns

https://www.townoflarkspur.org/calendar
https://larkspurchamberofcommerce.com/
https://www.townoflarkspur.org/calendar
https://www.townoflarkspur.org/calendar
https://www.townoflarkspur.org/calendar
https://www.townoflarkspur.org/calendar
https://thelarkspurfarmersmarket.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0bEXTCzYLhDuCjJwEEZeEGv62JF3lt3TO9cOXf3BFgLzSK8DP7oFQetXY_aem_AX4l_KieLsN__Uq4zKvMQ53nwDaYuF1wwMR7IK8JZUu0XONzu6IZRtLXDXrmKGxEglke2gGUDywY2chfW9HaORhY
https://thelarkspurfarmersmarket.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0bEXTCzYLhDuCjJwEEZeEGv62JF3lt3TO9cOXf3BFgLzSK8DP7oFQetXY_aem_AX4l_KieLsN__Uq4zKvMQ53nwDaYuF1wwMR7IK8JZUu0XONzu6IZRtLXDXrmKGxEglke2gGUDywY2chfW9HaORhY
https://perryparkmd.colorado.gov/
https://www.larkspurfire.org/board-meeting-minutes
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Town of Larkspur update
Sherilyn West, Mayor
Town of Larkspur

The Town of Larkspur is excited about the few last events still to happen in our park in the
coming weeks. We have two Music in the Park concerts on August 9 and 23 left along with a
new event, “Hotrods in the Park” on August 10. This vintage car show is a first for the town
and we are excited to sponsor it along with the Vintage Car Club of Castle Rock. There will be
dozens of vintage cars, food and music. 

The Larkspur Autumn Arts and Crafts Festival is September 20-21. There will be 70+ vendors
in the park along with food and a show and tell with the Larkspur Fire Protection Department. 

We are hoping that our new sidewalk will be complete by the September festival. It has been
slow going but progressing bit by bit every week.

We are entering our budget season and will have dates posted on our website soon regarding
dates of budget meetings. All meetings are open to the public and we would love to hear from
all our neighbors regarding ideas and concerns.

Have a safe rest of your summer.

https://altitudefutures.com/
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Olympic excitement is in the air everywhere...but did you know that Larkspur has its very
own ties to the Olympic games?

The Paris 2024 Summer Olympics kicked off July 26 and runs through August 11. Here, we
celebrate past Olympians who have had a connection to Larkspur.  

Note: These are the ties we were aware of and/or that responded by the publication
deadline. If we missed you or know of someone else, please let us know!

Taylor Ritzel: 2012 Summer Olympics (Rowing)
Taylor Ritzel was a 2006 Douglas County High School graduate whose family lived on a
ranch in Larkspur off of Hwy. 105. Ritzel went on to row for Yale University, eventually
making the Olympic team and winning gold in 2012. Ritzel’s father, Thomas Ritzel, moved
away from Larkspur in 2018.

Sean Townsend: 2000 Summer Olympics (Gymnastics)
Sean Townsend, an American artistic gymnast, has an impressive track record. He
competed in the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney as part of the US men's gymnastics
team. At the 2001 World Artistic Gymnastics Championships, he became the world
champion on parallel bars and helped his team secure a silver medal. He also reached the
men's individual all-around final, finishing in 8th place. Sean has a special connection to the
Larkspur community, as some of his family lives here in Larkspur.

Chris Warren: 1984 Olympics (behind the scenes)
In 1984, Warren served as the inventory coordinator for the Material Logistics Department.
He was responsible for tracking and managing materials across 26 venues, relying on color-
coded, numbered inventory tags since technology like RFID or barcodes wasn't available
then.  One of his standout memories was receiving the latest technology from sponsors,
including a Motorola cell phone and IBM personal computers. A significant challenge he
faced was shutting down venues and recovering materials, including tracking down lost
items like Buick station wagons.  

Chris Warren happens to be in Paris for the 2024 Olympics! 

Follow his updates and story along on our online section
larkspursentinel.org/special-feature-larkspur-resident-in-paris-2024
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Larkspur celebrates Olympic ties as 2024 Olympics kick off
Larkspur Sentinel

http://www.larkspursentinel.org/special-feature-larkspur-resident-in-paris-2024
http://www.larkspursentinel.org/special-feature-larkspur-resident-in-paris-2024


Due to the retirement of the LFPD Board of Directors secretary prior to the end of his term,
the board has appointed Perry Park resident Ken Walker, to fill the vacancy remaining in
the term. Now taking on the duties as secretary will be Wayne Moore.

Walker comes to Colorado by way of Texas, where he graduated from Baylor University
with degrees in computer science and mathematics. He worked for NASA in Houston for
nine years before leaving to work for Oracle in Colorado Springs. He now typically works
from his home office in Perry Park where he has lived with his wife Lisa for the past eight
years. Walker has spent the majority of his career traveling, teaching, and bridging gaps
between highly technical development groups. 

Walker has performed work in all 50 states and 28 countries before deciding to take a
local position that allows him to spend more time with his wife and his dogs. 

Walker has been a member of the Larkspur Volunteer Fire Auxiliary for five years. During
this time, he has seen the sincere commitment and professionalism of the men and
women who work for our fire district. This was a principal motivator for desiring to become
a member of the board. 

As a board member, Walker hopes to be a vocal liaison for all residents in LFPD. His goal
is to facilitate the capabilities of LFPD in providing fire and emergency medical services
support as efficiently and quickly as possible.
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LFPD welcomes new member to Board of Directors
Wayne Moore, Secretary–Board of Directors 
Larkspur Fire Protection District
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News from the Perry Park Metropolitan District 
Steve Ostrowski, Director & Secretary
Perry Park Metropolitan District

Hello Perry Park Metropolitan District residents,

PPMD gives thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors who helped in putting on the 4th of
July parade and the laser light show with images and music! Special thanks to the Larkspur
Fire Protection District, the Larkspur Volunteer Fire Auxiliary, Douglas Land Conservancy,
and the Douglas County commissioners for their support. Please email us at
ppmdjuly4th@gmail.com with comments, questions, or volunteer opportunities.

Our slash program is in progress. Our contractor had a scheduling issue which affected
some of the June pickups, but we should be back on regular schedule. Please follow
instructions very carefully as piles not following the guidelines will not be picked up and you
will need to pay for removal yourself. If you have a small amount of debris, please use your
trash service as it is inefficient for a truck to stop for a small pile. 

There is also the Douglas County free slash drop-off program which is every weekend which
helps us save expenses and is more flexible for you. Instructions are also on our website
perryparkmd.colorado.gov/bi-annual-slash-pickup-program

The status of other current topics on the board include:
Wauconda Park plan: We held a community meeting on park ideas which gave a lot of
good feedback on direction for any park updates. The recording and presentation is on
our website news links.
Gilloon Pond improvements: In August, Nolan Farrar and his Eagle Scout group will
be improving some of the trail around the pond.
Committees: We need volunteers to improve our community. There are several
committees: Independence Day Planning, Firewise, Entry Design, and Parks and Open
Space that can always use help! Email info@perrypark.org to get involved.
Donations to community events: The Perry Park Community Fund is a non-profit
501c(3) fund that is a tax-deductible fund. See our website for more information.

Our August board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 8 at 6 p.m. at the Perry Park
Country Club and on Zoom. You can see the meeting schedule and documents, as well as
other neighborhood information and contact forms at perrypark.org.

Follow us: facebook.com/perryparkmetro and nextdoor.com/g/6vaja7i6t

Thank you on behalf of the PPMD Board of Directors.

mailto:ppmdjuly4th@gmail.com
https://perryparkmd.colorado.gov/bi-annual-slash-pickup-program
mailto:info@perrypark.org
http://perrypark.org/
http://perrypark.org/
https://www.facebook.com/perryparkmetro
https://nextdoor.com/g/6vaja7i6t/


Page 9, Larkspur Sentinel, August 2024

How we’re creating more drinkable water
Brian Arthurs, Director
Perry Park Water and Sanitation District 

“My therapist set half a glass of water in front of me. He asked if I was an optimist or a
pessimist. So, I drank the water and told him I was a problem solver.” -Unknown 

With a growing population and a changing climate, securing access to clean, drinkable
water is a pressing challenge. But human ingenuity is finding ways to stretch our water
resources. Here are some key methods:

Fog harvesting: In areas with frequent fog, special mesh structures can capture water
droplets from the mist. This technique can provide a valuable source of freshwater in
arid regions.
Desalination: This process removes salt from seawater, making it suitable for drinking
and agriculture. There are two main types: Thermal desalination, which uses heat to
evaporate water, and desalination with reverse osmosis, which uses pressure to push
freshwater through a special membrane that filters out salt. While desalination is
becoming more efficient, it can still be energy-intensive, and disposing of the
concentrated brine byproduct needs careful management.
Cloud seeding: This technique manipulates clouds to increase precipitation. Tiny
particles, like silver iodide, are introduced into clouds, acting as microscopic ice crystals
around which water vapor condenses. This can increase rainfall or snowfall, potentially
boosting water supplies in drought-stricken regions. However, cloud seeding's
effectiveness depends on existing weather conditions, and long-term impacts are still
being studied.
Icebergs: Although icebergs float in saltwater, the ice has no salt. It is compressed
snow. If you melted an iceberg, you would get drinkable fresh water after you eradicated
any germs. Icebergs have never been used as a major source of drinking water
because of the costs and risks associated with moving them.
Rainwater harvesting: This method captures rainwater runoff from rooftops or other
surfaces and stores it for later use. It's a simple and sustainable way to collect water for
irrigation, toilets, or even drinking (with proper treatment). Most homeowners in
Colorado are now allowed to use rain barrels to collect rainwater with a combined
storage of 110 gallons or less per household.
Wastewater treatment: Perry Park Water and Sanitation District’s treated wastewater
is a valuable source of irrigation water; it replenishes the downstream water supply and
could even be potential drinking water in some cases. Advanced treatment processes
can remove contaminants, making wastewater a more sustainable alternative to
freshwater sources.
Water conservation: It's not just about creating new water sources, but also using
existing ones wisely. Public awareness, efficient plumbing fixtures, and better irrigation
techniques can all significantly reduce water consumption.



These are just some of the ways humans are getting creative with water. As technology
advances and the need for water grows, we can expect even more innovative solutions to
emerge in the fight for this precious resource.

Monthly meeting
The PPWSD Board of Directors convened for their regular meeting on June 19. Here's a
breakdown of key topics addressed:

Finances:
The board approved electronic payments, including those for legal counsel related to
potential revenue opportunities and the Poncho Well project
The board accepted the 2023 audit with a minor amendment

Well updates:
The Dakota Well project is nearing completion but requires additional piping for chlorine
contact time compliance
The Poncho Well project experienced delays due to permitting issues and unexpected
soil conditions

Other:
The board approved a two-year agreement for temporary septic system use on Ada Lane
The board discussed a request from the Echo Hills Townhouse Association regarding
water fees for an unused tap.
The board received updates on the district's systems and monthly staff activities
Jim Maras, Douglas County Water commissioner, reported limited progress on the
Request for Proposal for a water consultant

For full minutes of previous board meetings, information on the district’s water conservation
efforts, water rates, and capital improvements, please visit our website: ppwsd.org

continued from previous page
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http://www.ppwsd.org/
https://braydex.com/
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In a dark corner of a public open space in Douglas County, when conditions are right, a small
glimpse of the universe opens up for people to observe.

With the help of the Denver Astronomical Society and county open space staff and
volunteers, a location in the southwest corner of Douglas County’s Sandstone Ranch, known
as the Gathering House, becomes an open-air planetarium where visitors can, with
telescopes, observe, stars, planets and galaxies. The space is intended to become an
Astronomical Education Center for the county.

That part of Sandstone Ranch is suited for such a use because it is protected from light
pollution from Denver and Colorado Springs by surrounding land formations, said Director of
the County Open Space and Trails Division Dan Dertz. 

Douglas County has applied to have the spot designated as a Dark Sky Place by the
International Dark Sky Association (IDA). To win that designation, the area has to fulfill
numerous criteria Dertz said. He noted it could be some time before the request for a Dark
Sky Place is acted upon. The county has already taken some steps to limit lighting in the
area. 

However, Dertz said that part of Sandstone Ranch, sitting very close to the Pike National
Forest and a few ranches, is an ideal viewing location for being so close to Denver and
Colorado Springs; many successful events have already been held.

Members of the Denver Astronomical Society (DAS) work together with county open space to
conduct the viewings. The location has had work done to make the area more usable and to
allow a larger attendance. Over the past few years there have been many viewing events,
but space was limited. With the improvements, it could accommodate up to 100 people,
according to Dertz.

There have been several telescopes donated to the county in the past and those can still be
used. However, several DAS members bring their own telescopes which are newer and more
suitable for such events. 

“Many of the telescopes that viewers bring are much newer and have technology that the
donated scopes do not have, such as wifi,” said Dertz. Dertz said this allows the views to be
transmitted to a screen inside the building so more people can enjoy them.

Dertz said cooperation between DAS, the county, and Douglas Land Conservancy (DLC)
allows county residents a chance to attend. That coordination is handled by county
volunteers and staff at the DLC. 

Dark skies offer stargazing opportunities
Richard Bangs, Member–Board of Directors
Douglas Land Conservancy
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Although DAS members are on a permanent mailing list through which event invites are
posted, there are always extra spots for Douglas County residents, said Dena McClung DAS
member and open space volunteer.

There will be more events in August and September; events depend largely on the weather,
according to coordinators. The moon needs to be a small crescent or have already set, and
the sky need to be clear with no clouds or storms approaching. Some scheduled events
were cancelled and rescheduled in June because of the weather.

The long-range management plan for Sandstone Ranch includes possible future programs
that would include subjects such as the following: Beginning Astronomy, The Moon and its
Phases, The Constellations, The Planets of our Solar System, Light Pollution, Our Sun and
How to Safely Observe It, Meteor Showers, and Astrophotography.

“DLC’s partnership with DAS and Douglas County is just another way DLC tries to
collaborate and keep the residents of our region informed and engaged in their natural
environment and even for places as far away as the stars,” said Laura Sanford, executive
director of DLC.

For more information on Sandstone Ranch and its astronomy program, contact the county
Open Space and Trails Division at douglas.co.us/open-space- natural-
resources/properties.

DLC is a non-profit land trust based in Castle Rock. For more information about Douglas
Land Conservancy, visit douglaslandconservancy.org.

Photo: Douglas County’s Sandstone Ranch Open Space is well-
suited for viewing planets, stars, and galaxies.

continued from previous page

http://douglas.co.us/open-space-%20natural-resources/properties
http://douglas.co.us/open-space-%20natural-resources/properties
http://www.douglaslandconservancy.org/
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“Ooh, what is that!?” Finding a “new to you” plant in someone else’s garden can be
exhilarating. Color, shape, texture, and presence all contribute to the effect the new plant
has on your senses. I am always on the lookout for new things to grow and I wanted to
share some plants that were new to me, at least!

Each year’s growing conditions (growing extremes) provide an opportunity to find something
new for your garden.  

First up is blue flax (Linum lewisii), a Colorado 
native that is easily procured at a garden center 
or grown yourself. I found the seeds at my local 
feed store. If the ethereal movement of a tall 
grass swaying in the garden is appealing to 
you, but with flowers, then this is THE plant. Each 
day in spring, a new tiny blue (actual blue!) flower 
opens going up the stem and sways in the garden.
Birds use the seeds in the fall and winter too. 
Learn more: gilpin.extension.colostate.edu/programs/mtn-hort/blue-flax/

Some (new?) plants to enjoy!
Nichole Rairigh, Master Gardener Apprentice
Douglas County CSU Extension Office

Next up is pineapple mint (Mentha suaveolens
‘Variegata’), a fabulous filler. Stay with me here. Mint can
be a weed as it spreads readily but this variegated white
and green mint is a stunner. Use it in summer drinks or
wait until it gets tall and use it in arrangements. The smell
and taste of this mint is delicate and delicious. Mint can
also be used as a living mulch under trees and in beds
where dry shade reigns. No need to haul expensive bags
of mulch for a beautiful and surprising look. 

Everyone has heard of, or at least seen, Autum Joy
Sedum (Hylotelephium ‘Herbstfreude’) but there are so
many other varieties to choose from. I have a small full-
sun sedum patch where I grow 8 different kinds of sedum.

http://gilpin.extension.colostate.edu/programs/mtn-hort/blue-flax/


To propagate sedum, break off a piece of stem and 
stick it in the ground. The flowers come in pink, red, 
maroon, and yellow and they range in size between 
ground cover and a few feet tall. 

Finally, a vining plant. There are many fun vining 
annuals so try something new each year: including 
black eyed susan vine (Thunbergia alata), 
firecracker vine (Ipomoea lobata), or ruby moon 
hyacinth bean (Lablab purpureus). 

My personal favorite is cypress vine (Ipomoea quamoclit).
Hummingbirds and butterflies love the red trumpet star
shaped flowers. I love the fine soft fern like foliage. It is
delicate and really reminds me of a cypress tree frond. All
these can be direct sown from seeds. If you do want to start
with plants, buy them early, because it can be a real challenge
to disentangle them from the nursery tray. 

Petunias, hostas, and geraniums all have their place in the
garden but so do more unique plants. Dare to be rare! 
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continued from previous page

I love Blue Spruce sedum (Sedum sediforme) because they look like 3-inch evergreen trees
or try Old Man Bones sedum (Sedum globosum) which is self-descriptive. A dark leaf sedum
provides surprise interest. Best of all, once established they don’t need any supplemental
water. They tend to bloom in autumn when the annuals are slowing down, and pollinators of
all kinds love them. 
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What does it mean to age well in
Douglas County? 

As the aging population continues to
grow, Douglas County wants to
support the needs of its residents to
ensure we’re all independent and
thriving in Douglas County as we
approach our golden years.

In 2023, Douglas County hosted a
series of listening tours throughout the
county to obtain feedback from older
residents on what you need to age
well. This Older Adult Initiative
revealed 4 emerging priorities: 

Transportation1.
Housing2.
In-home services3.
Access to resources4.

Older adult roadshows in Douglas County
Amy Pfister, Community Engagement Coordinator
Aging Resources of Douglas County

The county is hitting the road again this summer with some updates on these priorities.

They’re also collecting feedback from you, county residents, on the proposed action steps
within these priority areas. This is a great opportunity to have your voice heard!

Roadshows will be held throughout the county, and will provide an opportunity for Douglas
County residents to share insight and feedback on these priority areas. Please join county
staff and community members to share your feedback on what you need to age well in
Douglas County. 

View dates/times for upcoming visits: Douglas County Older Adult Initiative Website
(douglas.co.us/older-adult-initiative/)

Photo: Douglas County Commissioner George
Teal with ARDC Executive Director Karie
Erickson at the Perry Park Fourth of July Parade.

http://douglas.co.us/older-adult-initiative/
http://douglas.co.us/older-adult-initiative/
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The Larkspur Sentinel, LLC volunteer staff reserves the right to
refuse any article or advertising submission.

The Larkspur Sentinel invites your letters, comments, and ideas for
columns. Because of space limitation and legal ramifications, we

reserve the right to edit any submitted material and cannot assure
that submissions will be printed verbatim or unedited. The Larkspur
Sentinel will correct all errors that occur. If you find a problem with a
story - an error of fact, or a point requiring clarification, please email

larkspursentinel@gmail.com

The opinions expressed in the Larkspur Sentinel are not
necessarily the opinions of the staff or its advertisers.

SECURITY DOORS & RETRACTABLE
SCREENS for sale along with screen
repair. Call Jack 719-231-1719

NOTARY SERVICES available in the
Perry Park/Larkspur areas.
Dakota Hoyt 719-671-3720

SPRAYTECH: preventive beetle 
spraying, noxious weed control, tree 
spraying for insects & diseases, tree 
deep root watering & fertilizing.
www.treesandweeds.com 720-248-0000

MITIGATION OF GAMBEL OAKS:
mastication, lot clearing, 
excavation, material hauling.
ASL Construction 303-638-1249

COLORADO  MASTICATION: fire
mitigation, scrub oak removal, lot and
brush clearing. 719-400-9104
www.coloradomastication.com

LARKSPUR RV STORAGE: Outdoor,
RV, camper, boat storage  719-468-9683
www.larkspurrvstorage.com

https://www.knotheadtree.com/
http://www.treesandweeds.com/
http://www.coloradomastication.com/
http://www.larkspurrvstorage.com/
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http://www.davegardnerrealestate.com/
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http://www.davegardnerrealestate.com/
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http://www.davegardnerrealestate.com/
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continued from previous page
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continued from previous page
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An informative bulletin of events from our local non-profits and local community groups.

The bulletin board
Larkspur Sentinel



Page 26, Larkspur Sentinel, August 2024

continued from previous page

   
     Acton Hybrid Academy

         Tuesday & Thursday homeschool support
and enrichment program

We meet 8:45-3:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from August- May

in Castle Rock
For more information and enrollment info please

contact Colleen Sprister @
csprister@actonhybrid.com

mailto:csprister@actonhybrid.com


Owls under fire…globetrotting butterfly…whale of a tale…short takes

In very hot weather, there is not much else to do but to sip iced tea and watch the wildlife,
which is a pleasant way to while away the days. With heat comes a plethora of insects. And
the night hawks are here eating their share. And they do have cries like hawks. The young
birds have been fledging evidenced by all the erratic behavior of birds hitting the windows.
Yes, it is that time of year when it sounds like a war zone in our house, despite the window
deterrents.
 
Adjusting the owl species discrepancy in western states–brutally

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has prepared a plan to have 
trained shooters kill almost half a million barred owls over 
the three next decades. Say what? The barred owls have 
moved in from the east coast and are basically eliminating 
two species of protected spotted owls. This invasion 
started with the logging in the forests primarily in the 
California Sierra Nevada region, forcing the spotted owls 
into a much smaller footprint.  

So, what is the problem? Barred owls are much larger and exceptional, aggressive hunters,
and they need less territory. They even hunt spotted owls. They are also prolific in
producing owlets. The spotted owl population has declined by 75% in study areas and is in
danger of extinction.

Needless to say, this plan has divided the wildlife advocates, the latter citing other plans of
years past, like killing seals and cormorants to preserve the salmon. 

California hunters cannot use lead bullets (which have been outlawed), so scavengers will
not be infected with lead poisoning, die, be scavenged, and result in an accumulation of
lead up the food chain. Public hunting of barred owls will be barred; designated government
agencies, landowners, American Indian tribes or other companies that hunt must show that
shooters have documentation of training or experience in owl identification and firearm
skills. 
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A walk on the wild side
Susan Peters

Move over, monarchs

The Painted Lady butterflies also have wandering eyes; they have
recently been documented taking flights (with the help of the
winds), to travel cross-Atlantic over 2,610 miles from West Africa to
French Guiana in South America. 
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But these globe trotters have been known to travel at least 4,235 miles. These treks can do
a number on their wings, somewhat shredding them. They can be found in every continent
except Australia (have you seen the outback?) and Antarctica. In the U.S., they will go from
southeast to northwest in the spring and back in the fall, but not on a regular basis. It usually
takes a bad event like the torrential rains of El Nino. And what’s their favorite food? Get this:
Thistles! Followed by legumes such as alfalfa and clover. They actually like nectar from over
100 flowers. We frequently see them here in Larkspur. It has taken me nearly 30 years to
eradicate the thistles on our property–Russian, Canadian, Scottish, musk–so let them eat
cake. 

A whale of a tale

Actually, two tales. Drones 500 feet away from 
whales have been quite useful in studying whales and
 “tagging” them, enabling them to do biologging, as 
opposed to manually tagging the whales using long 
poles and endangering human life. Biologging involves
securing suction cups with internal data tags on the 
back of whales for around 24 hours, which inform 
scientists of underwater animal behavior humans are 
rarely privy to. The tags can record depth, speed, 
acceleration, deceleration, how water temperature impacts behavior, and other aspects of
whale life that is vital for understanding these mammals. 

Now here is where things go off the rails: Drones (like multiples of them) are commonly
being used indiscriminately and get too close, which harass the whales and cause them to
perform erratic behavior and even disrupt their hunting activities. 

Many jurisdictions (such as those in Australia), ban drone close encounters with whales,
with penalties being around $5,000 per incident. Good luck enforcing that.

An intrepid Canadian Tom Waddington is canoeing
across the Atlantic from Newfoundland to England.
One recent morning when he was in a funk from the
persistent light rain, a whale appeared, and then
another and then another. A pod of pilot whales (how
appropriate) was escorting him. One bumped his
boat. His fear was having his rudder destroyed or his
canoe being tipped. Now, that would be a long swim
to England. Check out one of his photos.



Short takes

The Rufous hummingbirds arrived in mid-July right on schedule except for one looking for
an early party on July 11. He must have had no mate or young-uns to have that sort of
freedom. 

I am just getting ready to increase the number of feeders in anticipation of the fattening
frenzy, as they prepare to make their exit south. And this is when the seldom-seen
youngsters show up at the feeders, lingering until after their parents leave on a well-
deserved holiday.

Enjoy this youngster common loon grabbing a 
nap on its mother’s back after a big lunch. Photo 
taken by Katherine Sayn Wittgenstein, a winner 
in the Audubon Photography Awards for baby 
birds. Parents stay with the chicks for up to 
12 weeks after hatching to continue feeding 
and teaching them to dive and forage, and, yes, 
even offering free rides. 

Speaking of hatchlings, it seems that the recently hatched poulets (baby turkeys) are big
enough to be on their own. A flock of about 20 without their mamas showed up at our house
looking for grub.
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Daughter Lisa in Monument caught this photo of a
mule deer and her THREE fawns. YES, it can
happen, with it sometimes being four offspring. Lisa
caught sight of them six weeks ago when they were
just born. Now, there are noticeable size
differences with there being a large one, medium
one, and smaller one. Lisa is a professional
photographer and apologizes for the grainy photo, 

having to use her cell phone in an instant. Dang, wildlife can be so rude not to pose for 15
minutes.

*****

That’s all folks for this month. Gotta run – the yellow jackets’ nasty attitude is peaking, and it
is time to put up the trap.

How to contact me: Email is best at susan@larskpurconsulting.com. Alternatively, call
or text me at 303-725-6868. 
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